Gautama referred to himself as the Buddha, the enlight-
ened, and also as a Bodhisattva, one who is destined to be a
Buddha. It occurs frequently in his sayings: 'before my Awa-
kening, and while I was yet merely the Bodhisattva, not a My
self-awakened one'. According to the Hindu terminology,
a Bodhisattva is a Rishi, a sage who is striving for spiritual
enlightenment, and a Buddha the same person who has reached
his goal. The Hindus would call a Rishi an Avatara, if his
life incorporates the unfoldment of a long-term divine purpose.
A favourite Hindu concept is the eternal procession of Rishis
and Avataras, i.e., Bodhisattvas and Buddhas through succes-
sive epochs of human history.

During his first visit to Kapilavastu after the Enlightenment,
the Buddha was requested not to beg publicly in his father's
kingdom. He insisted in return to pursue his monastic habits
since his true lineage' was that of the Rishis. In Mahapadana
Sutta,1 he mentioned about his six predecessors, he being the
seventh Buddha. The earlier Buddhas had been, like him,
'Bodhisattvas* in successive births and assisted the humanity in
its spiritual development. The idea of seven Buddhas or
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